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THE FIRM AND ITS ETHOS
Our Story

Fieldworks Design Group is an ambitious design collaborative formed in 2015, and has been actively 
contributing to the world of design through architecture; landscape architecture; urban design and graphic 
design.
As a collaborative, we form a collective think-tank for young designers eager to explore the possibilities 
associated with architectural, landscape and urban interventions in the contemporary environment.

Our Philosophy 

Fieldworks Design Group, strives towards a coherent 
and holistic outlook between the different spheres 
of design, and believes in creating sustainable and 
resilient environments.  Our multi-disciplinary 
design-approach promotes respectful engagement 
with the unique nature of each project’s intricacies. 
We value a fluid- and open process throughout 
the entirety of  any commitment, and are firmly 
grounded in the inherent and inseparable 
relationship  that exists between design and 

construction.

Professional membership

SACAP - South African Council for the Architectural 
Profession

SACLAP - South African Council for the Landscape 
Architectural Profession.

core values & mission 

We endeavour to create relevant, resilient and 
sustainable interventions that are capable of 
positively affecting people’s lives in a meaningful 
way, by creating quality spaces with a strong sense 

of place, based on our values of:

•	 Agility
•	 Diligence
•	 Innovation
•	 Participation
•	 Transparency

Our shared normative position encourages total 
engagement combined with a comprehensive 
understanding of design, providing our clients with 

a product specifically tailored to their needs. 

We believe that design is inherently optimistic. To take on big 
challenges, we have to believe that success is inevitable. 
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MEET OUR TEAM

EMPLOYEES AND PARTNERS 
— 

Fieldworks Design Group consists of three hands-on 
directors working alongside a team of architects and 

designers.

OUR INTERNS 
— 

Fieldworks Design Group makes room for internship 
and educational opportunities. We currently have 

enthusiastic interns gaining experience at our 
Pretoria studio. 

Hands on directors and inspired personnel

P E R M A N E N T T E M P O R A R Y

CHARLDON WILKEN • BSC(LArch) cum laude 
University of Pretoria

• BL(Hons) University of 
Pretoria

• ML(Prof) University of 
Pretoria

• MUD University of the 
Witwatersrand

Charldon is a founding partner, 
and holds BSc(LArch)cum laude, 
BL(Hons) and ML(Prof) degrees from 
The University of Pretoria. Charldon 
also holds a MUD degree from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. 

Albert is a founding partner, and 
holds BSc(Arch), BArch(Hons) and 
MArch(Prof) degrees from the 
University of Pretoria

• BSC(Arch) University of 
Pretoria

• BArch(Hons) University 
of Pretoria

• MArch(Prof) University 
of Pretoria

ALBERT SMUTS

ARCHITECT
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT & URBAN 

DESIGNER
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OUR SERVICES

OUR OPERATIONS

research & Development

Fieldworks Design Group prides itself on being an 
energetic and vibrant young firm always at the 
leading edge of technology use and software. We 
have experience in prototyping and operating 3D 

printing and laser cutting siftware. 

Our extensive knowledge on educational 
models allow the translation thereof to occur in 
conductive educational spaces. We have gained 
a comprehensive understanding of efficient and 
sustainable housing solutions through our exciting 
body of work on social housing and sustainable 

housing projects. 

resources & personnel

Fieldworks Design Group has a permanent staff of 
three hands on directors, working alongside a team 
of enthusiastic architects. We often have interns 
gaining experience at our offices while exploring 
new ideas and innovations. Our personnel 
hold qualifications in architecture, landscape 

architecture, urban design and graphic design. 

Fieldworks Design Group combines four spatial 
and visual design disciplines to provide a 

unique offfering to our clients. 

4 disciplines in one office
Our team consists of design professionals holding degrees in the disciplines of architecture, landscape 
architecture, urban design and graphic design. 

This mix of expertise allows us to interact comfortably and confidently with projects in each of these fields. 
At all times, this knowledge is holistically combined and integrated into our projects. 

inter-disciplinary integration

Multi-disciplinary integration

ARCHITECTURE LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE

URBAN DESIGN GRAPHIC DESIGN

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE

GRAPHIC DESIGN

ARCHITECTURE URBAN DESIGN



Fieldworks Design Group | Company Profile

5

OUR PROJECTS AND REACH

Umuzi Photo Club
Gloria and Gaur Serobe
CottonOn Foundation

Streetlight Schools
TomorrowCo.

Chem Chem Safaris

Bjala
Solid Green Consulting

Rhema

CLIENT LIST

GAUTENG

17 Faraday - Village Main, Johannesburg

32 Plantation Road - The Gardens, Johannesburg

Bjala Square -  Jeppestown, Johannesburg

Streetlight School - Jeppestown, Johannesburg

House Smuts - Rietvalleirand, Pretoria

Creative Human Space - The Gardens, Johannesburg

Marshall Yards - Marshall Townm, Johannesburg

Meikle Street Precinct - Johannesburg

Huis Mooikloof - Mooikloof Estate, Pretoria

Qurtoba Islamic Academny - Linbro Park, Johannesburg

Huis Fischer - Centurion

17 Roper - Village Deep, Johannesburg

Rosmin House - Jeppestown, Johannesburg

33 Macintyre - Jeppestown, Johannesburg

Pilatus - Jeppestown, Johannesburg

Rhema South Family Church, Johannesburg South

Keyes Art Mile - Rosebank, Johannesburg

Soshanguve Development - Pretoria

NORTH WEST
House Vermont - Broederstroom

EASTERN CAPE
Wavecrest Hotel Expansion - Wavecrest, Transkei

KWAZULU-NATAL
Ethekwini Primary School - KwaMashu, Durban

WESTERN CAPE
House Van Zyl - Hermanus

TANZANIA
Tanzania Container School - Tanzania

GO TO 
WWW.FIELDWORKSDESIGNGROUP.COM 

FOR MORE.
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OUR PROJECTS

URBAN DESIGN
BJALA NEIGHBOURHOOD, JEPPESTOWN, JOHANNESBURG 
The Bjala Neighbourhood in Jeppestown is situated close to 
the CBD of Johannesburg. This former industrial area now 
houses many residents seeking job opportunities in the 
surrounding areas. The aim is to create a sustainable, walkable 
neighbourhood based on the core principles of healthy 
urban districts and the integration of economic, social and 
environmental factors.

THE GARDENS DEVELOPMENT, NORWOOD, , JOHANNESBURG

The focus area for this project is situated in The Gardens, 
Johannesburg. This vibrant residential neighbourhood is 
situated between Melrose Arch and Houghton. A series of 
intuitive interventions are proposed to ensure successful 
growth in residential, commercial and environmental 
departments. 

MARSHALL YARDS, JOHANNESBURG

As a result of the project scale, its proximity to the CBD of 
Johannesburg, and the post-industrial nature of the site, 
the project calls for an integrated approach to design. It is of 
paramount importance to create social, recreational and retail 
spaces around these buildings, reviving the dilapidated urban 
fabric. The design of thresholds, urban edges, and storm-water 
management through vegetated swales form part of the revival 
strategy.

urban frameworks

Fieldworks Design Group is involved with the design of a 
number of urban frameworks in and around Johannesburg. 
These focus on the large-scale planning and development of 
neighbourhoods as well as sensitive small-scale interventions. 

large buildings & urban greening

Due to the extensive scale of many of Fieldworks’ projects and 
our disciplinary integration, urban greening forms part of many 

design strategies.
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OUR PROJECTS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
HOUSE SMUTS, RIETVALLEIRAND, PRETORIA 
A strong premise for systems design manifested with the design 
solution. It is based primarily on the strategic use and recycling 
of water. A grey water recycling system, in the form of an on site 
wetland, is responsible for water purification and reuse. 

RHEMA SOUTH FAMILY CHURCH, ALBERTON

To accommodate the growing congregation at Rhema South, 
new facilities were required. The expansion presented an 
opportunity to revitalise the existing building facade, and 
create a contemporary place of worship for the Rhema South 
congregation. Natural stone, mute colourss, and expansive 
glass openings framed with the introduction of lush indigenous 
vegetation refelctive of the surrounds. 

HUIS MOOIKLOOF, MOOIKLOOF, PRETORIA

The proposal entails the design of a natural swimming pool, 
new parking and upgraded drivway, with low maintenance and 
indigenous planting to promote biodiversity. The landscape 
design also draws from the architecture, as it aims to mitigate 
the thresholds between outside and indoor spaces, allowing for 
a coherent architectural and landscape architectural design to 
emerge. 

jeppe park

The importance of public space within highly urban 
environments cannot be overlooked. Large open and public  
spaces often form nodes within the communities, housing a 
variety of rituals and activities. We believe that the upgrade of 

these nodes will drammatically enhance the quality of life.

keyes art mile

A vital component in creating a sustainable development is 
understanding and selecting approriate vegetation for the 
area. Not only does this selection aid in the creation of a low-
maintenance and water-wise landscape, but it contributes to 
creating niches for biodiversity and acts as vessels for carbon 

sequestration.
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OUR PROJECTS

EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS
STREETLIGHT SCHOOLS, JEPPESTOWN, JOHANNESBURG 
The spatial implementation at StreetLight Schools, Jeppestown 
aims to create an adaptive, low cost built form, merged with the 
requirements of a high technology learning model. This takes 
the form of a multi-functional learning space for stimulating the 
developing youth.
There was little to no material wastage as a result of innovative 
re-use and construction using standard material sizes. The 
school provides new and exciting opportunities to children in 
the area and is transforming Jeppestown in a positive way. 

ETHEKWINI PRIMARY SCHOOL, KWA-MASHU, DURBAN

The master plan for the school aims to make use of space as 
efficiently as possible. The layout suggest the formalisation of 
access points and major movement routes. The design of new 
buildings advocates for the up-cycling of building materials 
in order to be environmentally responsible. The project 
endeavours to create a healthy, sustainable, and educational 
environment. 

QURTOBA ISLAMIC ACADEMY, LINBRO PARK, JOHANNESBURG

The school needed new classroom spaces that could, in future, 
be used for other purposes. Situated on a small site between a 
soccer field and new housing complex, this building makes use 
of it’s surrounds to act as visual anchor and is abvle to double as 
a viewing deck for footall matches. 

Streetlight Schools - GREEN STAR RATING
The design of StreetLight Schools, Jeppestown involved the reuse of existing and 
salvaged material available on site e.g. wood palettes, timber doors and reclaimed 
furniture. This, paired with little to no material wastage from new standard sized 
material implementations, created an exciting educational space for learning 
and earned the school a 4 star green star interiors rating, the first school in South 

Africa to do so. 
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OUR PROJECTS

HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

HOUSE SMUTS, RIETVALLEIRAND, PRETORIA

This residential project occupies a unique site, as it is situated on 
a plot overlooking a constructed wetland system. This provides 
the deisng team with opportunities to frame views and promote 
the natural landscape. A strong premise for systems design 
manifested iwth the design solution. 

HOUSE VERMONT, BROODERSTROOM, NORTH WEST

The entire house has been designed to take advantage of the 
magnificent view. The slanted roof here provides for not only 
rain water harvesting but for photovoltaic cells which integrate 
in an off the grid design, where water filtration, through the use 
of filter beds, a natural swimming pool and several water plants 
as well as electricity are all producted and managed on site. 

HIGH-DENSITY HOUSING IN JEPPESTOWN, JOHANNESBURG 
Fieldworks is currently engaged in the adaptive re-use of 
five buildings in the Bjala neighbourhood in Jeppestown, 
Johannesburg. These projects involve the addition of new 
residential units as well as mixed-use programming.

SOWETO SOCIAL HOUSING, SOWETO, JOHANNESBURG

Soweto social housing complex aims to create over three 
thousand low cost units, including facilities and services that 
can serve the community. Attempting to be completely off-grid, 
the modular buildings will fuction as a suburb with Soweto. 

MARSHALL YARDS, JOHANNESBURG

The Marshall Yards development focuses on creating a 
suitable urban intervention with the heart of Johannesburg. 
The buildings fully implement various urban design principles 
that are necessary for good form making with cities. It is of 
paramount importance to create social, recreational and retail 
spaces around these buildings, reviving the dilapidated urban 
fabric. 

Marshall Yards strives to become the archetype for what inner 
city housing can achieve. 
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OUR PROJECTS

COMMUNITY DESIGN

Streetlight Schools - phase i
The StreetLight Schools Edcuation Laboratory, in the heart of 
the city, is developing low-cost best practices in learning and 
teaching. Based in Bjala square, the learning centre has rapidly 

expanded into a complete school.

Fieldworks Design Group created an adaptable, low-cost 
interactive learning environment forming spaces that would not 
only assist but also enhance the school curriculum followed by  

Streetlight Schools, Jeppestown.

Asikhulume ngezindlu
Asikhulume Ngezindlu means “let’s talk about housing” in Zulu. It’s a collaborative, community-based design partnership which 
involves community members in the design of affordable, dignified housing in Jeppestown. Fieldworks Design Group founded 

Asikhulume Ngezindlu in 2015 in partnership with Bjala and the residents of Jeppestown.

Bjala Courtyard
Bjala Square, formerly an industrial building, is a large 
building located adjecent to Jeppe park. This building has been 
redeveloped to house a variety of programmes: edeucation, 

commercial and residential. 

The Bjala Sqaure Courtyard has been transformed into a safe 
play space for the educational programmes. With physical help 
from Fieldworks Design Group, Bjala and the community, two 
play towers were erected to help stimulate the youth and their 

overall development. 
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OUR PROJECTS

PUBLIC LIFE SURVEY
END STREET PARK - DOORNFONTEIN, JOHANNESBURG 
The objective of a Public Life Survey is to observe, measure, and 
quantify daily life within a specified area over the course of a 
day. Through the careful observation of daily life, the dynamics 
and set of actors that unfold within the public space provide 
clues to how its space is negotiated. The premise of the Public 
Life Survey was to test the hypothesis of whether End Street 
Park served as an inclusive and diverse space. 

The study was conducted on both a Saturday and Monday 
in order to compare results between a weekend and normal 
weekday. Such study involved occupying strategic locations 
over the course of a full-day (~12 hours) to experience the full 
temporal range and shifting demographics that accompany the 
opening and closing of shops, the circulation flows (vehicular 
and pedestrian), activities within the park, etc. Qualitative data 
was collected through photographs and informal interviews 
with pedestrians, shop owners, and employees.

Quantitative documentation was gathered through the precise 
drawing of the public space and notation of the various ways 
in which people occupied the space including: time of day, type 
of activities, duration of use, and group size. Race, gender, and 
age were chosen as the key factors to test whether End Street 
Park acts as aan inclusive space. These Characteristics were 
chosen because of their correlation to perceive safety and fear, 
economic status, education levels, and diversity and historical 
overtones in South Africa.  
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surveyors

Hourly counts from ten strategic points around end street park 
aloowed our group to gather the necessary data to draw the dailt 
flows of the area in terms of people and vehicles. These hourly 
flows can be used by the community to pin point moments of 
intensity and suggest spaces for future intervention that have 

potential to make the park more pedestrian friendly, etc. 

interviews

In an attempt to uncover the living patterns of end street park, 
interviews were conducted to a diverse group of park users. The 
interviews started from identifying the types of participants, 
from vendow to security guards, who were addressed with 
unique questions we wanted to investigate. The interview was 

arrange on both days to dissect how living patterns vary.
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A. Acceleration Zone - vehicles accelerate 
to get uphill (semis, cars, buses, taxis)

B. Male dominant public space

C. Fire / Drug Alley - a place to avoid

D. Narrow One Way causes congestion
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I am an Uber driver and live near right 
in front of the park. The security there 
has improved a lot, the only concern 
now is the crime on the Davies Street. 
The park is good, but I think the gate 
should be repaired.

The park is casual and it is a good place for exercise as well. I 
am hired to take care of our shop, and I like here. But if I can 
choose a place to live, I may choose Pretoria, since the people 
there are more friendly.
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We have been engaged for 6 
months now. We are planing to 
have children but we don’t want 
them to grow up here. I prefer 
if they could  have a safer 
environment.Wendington’s 

fiancé

Wendington

I think that some officials of 
this district are spoiling the 
situation even more in order to 
get most votes for 23 August 
election. In my opinion, Its really 
rough around here but its not 
coincidental.

end  street  p a r k
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